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HOT CAPSULES FROM
THE COLD WAR 
ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

For his first solo exhibition in Dallas, Salvadorean artist Simón Vega will present 
works from Tropical Space Proyectos (2011-ongoing), a series of sculptural 
objects, installations, photographs and drawings which comment, through an 
ironic and humorous take on the Space Race, on the effects of the Cold War 
in Central America. This new series of work also show a growing concern for 
spaceships and space stations as models for catastrophe escaping vehicles and 
dystopian architecture.

In Tropical Space Proyectos, the highly technological space capsules and rockets 
are turned into buildings and modular apartments and rendered as models using 
materials and methods of construction inspired in the informal architecture and 
street vendor stands found in El Salvador. Dreams of escape through sophisticated 
technologies and spaceships are harnessed by the extreme poverty and harsh 
post-colonialism found in Central America, but are, on the other hand, propelled 
by the resilience, humor and creativity of the local culture.



Installation View



Installation View



Installation View



Installation View



Installation View



Installation View



Installation View



Installation View



Installation View



Appolo Capsule
2017
acrylic marker on mylar
14” h x 11” w
 

Gold Apolo
2017
acrylic marker on mylar
14” h x 11” w

Apolo Lunar Module
2017
acrylic marker on mylar
14” h x 11” w

Blue Mercury in the Jungle
2014
acrylic marker on tracing paper
25.3” h x 28.5” w



Mosquito Beach Hostal 
2015
acrylic on canvas 
43.25” h x 43.25” w 



Apolo Beach Rover Minutas
2016
acrylic on canvas 
43.25” h x 55” w 



‘Apolo IV’ Tropical Camping
2015
acrylic on canvas  
35.5” h x 35.5” w



Cosmonaut Blues
2017
acrylic on canvas 
43” h x 54.25” w  



Space Race DJ
2017
acrylic on canvas 
43” h x 54.25” w 



Apolo Burguers & Choris 
2016 
acrylic on canvas 
55” h x 59” w



Third World Rover Explorer
2015 
acrylic on canvas 
34” h x 35” w



Coconut Politics
2013
acrylic and acrylic marker on canvas 
18” h x 18” w



Retrograde Motors
2013
acrylic and acrylic marker on canvas 
18” h x 18” w



Propulsor
2013
acrylic and acrylic marker on canvas 
18” h x 18” w



Gemini Ejection Seat 
2015
acrylic on canvas 
49.5” h x 30.75” w



Gemini Ejection Seat 
2015
acrylic on canvas 
49.5” h x 30.75” w



Gemini Capsule
2018
mixed media, used objects, plants 
34.5” h x 61” w



Gemini Capsule
2018
mixed media, used objects, plants 
34.5” h x 61” w



SIMÓN VEGA
ABOUT THE ARTIST

Simón Vega creates drawings, ephemeral sculptures and installations inspired in 

the informal, self made architecture and vendor carts found in the streets and 

marginal zones of El Salvador and Central America. These works, assembled with 

wood, cardboard, plastic and found materials often parody famous Modernist and 

mythological buildings and cities, surveillance systems as well as high-tech robots 

and satellites developed by NASA and the Soviet Space Program during the Cold 

War, creating an ironic and humorous fusion between first and third world, while 

commenting on the effects of that conflict in today’s Central America.

Born in San Salvador, El Salvador in 1972, Simón Vega graduated in Fine Arts at 

the University of Veracruz in Mexico in 2000 and received a Master´s degree in 

Contemporary Arts from the Complutense University in Madrid in 2006.

He has exhibited his work extensively in Europe, the United States and Latin 

America, including the 55th  Venice Biennial in Italy, the IX Havana Biennial, 

in Cuba, the Museo del Barrio’s “The S-Files” show in New York in 2011 and 

at the Bronx River Art Center in 2008, both in New York City, as well as at the 

Hilger BROT Kunsthalle in Vienna, Austria (2010 & 2012). He currently lives in                                                                   

La Libertad, El Salvador.
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Artist of the Year
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Simón Vega Tropical Departures
book
printed in Vienna, Austria

“Simon Vega, When Worlds Meet”
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p. 40-47
Claire Breukel
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