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UNMADE
EXHIBITION STATEMENT

Unmade, Christian Fagerlund’s first exhibition at Liliana Bloch Gallery consists of 
two recent series of oil paintings. The first is a group of back portraits. Using a 
relatively consistent setting, composition, and scale, these paintings collectively 
explore themes of self, specificity, and vulnerability.

The second series represents a departure from Fagerlund’s figurative realist 
approach and its focus on naturalistic drawing and form. These paintings are 
distillations of complex visual moments—records of a specific time and location, 
scrupulously observed and represented as ratio, value, and color. 



CHRISTIAN FAGERLUND
ARTIST STATEMENT

I am interested in the subtleties that rise when things settle, whether in a landscape, 
an interior, a human body or face, or the inert objects around me. A great deal 
happens in these moments of stillness where time seemingly expands. I capture 
the subtleties of light, color, form, expression, and mood that are born out of 
this settling.

In my figurative work, I am first and foremost attracted to form—the ways in which 
light interacts with, enhances, and plays against it. Light is an equal participant: 
a clear and assertive entity. A love for this relationship between light and form, a 
strong sense of design/composition, and an understanding of the power of color, 
are at the core of my process.

Scale is also an important aspect of my work; I tend to work either very small or 
very large. The intentional shift away from a “normal” scale dramatically affects the 
content, meaning, and interpretation of a piece. In my small-scale figure paintings, 
I create an intimate experience that is immersive for the viewer, and potent with 
attention, consideration, and description.

Regardless of my subject matter or approach,  I purge the frivolous in order to 
create a distilled and refined interpretation of my subject: one that is honest, 
subtle, and considered.

- Christian Fagerlund











Susie 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Angela 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Josh 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Erin 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Conor 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Regine 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Alec 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Victoria 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Casey 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Peter 
2018 
oil on panel 
10.75” h x 8” w



Lake Cisco, TX. December, 5:35pm
2018 
oil on panel 
18” h x 18” w



Lake Cisco, TX. December, 4:48pm
2018 
oil on panel 
18” h x 18” w



Mission Blvd, Freemont, CA. 
November, 5:30pm
2018 
oil on panel 
18” h x 18” w



Lake Cisco, TX. December, 5:15pm
2018 
oil on panel 
18” h x 18” w



Lake Cisco, TX. December, 12:30pm
2018 
oil on panel 
18” h x 18” w



CHRISTIAN FAGERLUND
ABOUT THE ARTIST

Christian Fagerlund was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan. He currently lives and works 

in Denton, Texas. He teaches at the University of North Texas. He holds a BFA 

from the University of California at Santa Barbara and an MFA from the New York 

Academy of Art, where he was awarded the Post-Graduate Fellowship. Most 

recently, his work has been featured in the West Edition #126 of New American 

Paintings, The Blue Review, and The Cultured Podcast. Fagerlund has exhibited in 

Saint Barthelemy, French West Indies, New York, California, and Texas.



CURRICULUM VITAE
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MFA in Painting (honors)
Post-graduate Fellowship recipient
New York Academy of Art
Graduate School of Figurative Art

University of California
BFA in Art Studio - Painting (honors)

2004
NEW YORK, NY	

1995
SANTA BARBARA, CA 	
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NEW YORK, NY	

2011
ST. BARTHÉLEMY, F.W.I.	

2009
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2007
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New York Academy of Art
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Khouri, Michelle. 
“Figure Painting, with Christian Fagerlund.” 
The Cultured Podcast, Episode 10. 17 Oct. 2017. Web. 
http://www.culturedpodcast.com/episodes/010-figure-painting/

Lexington, Trek. 
“Trek Lexington in Conversation with Christian Fagerlund”. 
The Blue Review. May 25 2017. Web. 
https://thebluereview.net

Zevitas, Steven T., ed. 
New American Paintings. Vol. 126. 
Boston: The Open Studios Press, 2016. Print. 
Juror: Claire Carter, Curator, Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art

Rose, Joshua, ed. 
“Water, Water Everywhere.” 
American Art Collector June 2016: 94-95. Web.

DeLeon, Jessica. 
“Diverse Range of Inspirations.” 
INhouse. University of North Texas, 6	 Nov. 2015. Web.
https://inhouse.unt.edu/diverse-range-inspirations  

McCann, Margaret, ed. 
The Figure: Painting, Drawing, and Sculpture
Contemporary Perspectives. 
New York: Rizzoli, 2014. Print.
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PUBLICATIONS / INTERVIEWS



2014 - PRESENT
DENTON, TX	

2007 - 2014
BERKELEY, CA	

2008 - 2014
FREMONT, CA		

2010
OAKLAND, CA		

2005 - 2006
NEW YORK, NY		

2004 - 2005
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University of North Texas
Senior Lecturer of Figure Drawing

UC Berkeley Extension
Art Instructor - Drawing, Painting (oils/acrylics)

Ohlone College
Art Instructor – Drawing, Painting (oils/acrylics)

The Atelier School of Classical Realism
Art Instructor - Drawing

UFT Center
Painting Instructor – Painting (oils/acrylics)

New York Academy of Art
Teaching Assistant 

CURRICULUM VITAE
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CURRICULUM VITAE
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